Book reviews
A Colour Atlas of General Surgical Diagnosis by William F Walker DSC chM FRCS FRSE pp 448 illustrated £15 London: Wolfe Medical 1976 This beautifully produced atlas from the University of Dundee is the fifteenth in this well known series. It presents an excellent panorama of general surgical conditions. Clinical photographs are supplemented by X-rays, morbid anatomical specimens, post-rriortem-room dissections and demonstrations in the operating theatre. The high standard of modern colour reproduction ensures lifelike accuracy in the great majority of the 757 figures. An interesting feature is the large number of emergency situations, such as abdominal trauma, compound fractures and head injuries, which are depicted and which, unfortunately, medical students who do not loiter around the casualty department might otherwise miss. The short accompanying text has obviously been prepared with considerable care and is a model of brevity. Yet it covers a surprisingly large amount of information on clinical diagnosis, special investigations and pathology. This atlas will be of especial value to senior medical and dental students and for surgical trainees preparing for their higher qualifications. However, it would also be of interest and pleasure to surgeons without examinations in mind.
HAROLD ELLIS
Occupational Medicine: Principles and Practical Applications edited by Carl Zenz MD SCD pp xv+994 illustrated £33 Chicago: Year Book Medical 1975 London: Lloyd-Luke This highly priced volume which runs to 994 pages has been edited by the Director of the American Occupational Medicine Association. Of the 44 contributors, 36 are American and 7 Scandinavian. The preface refers to the interest which has been generated in the United States by the William Steiger Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970. It is the editor's intention that the work should provide basic information to meet the challenge of providing protection for the 57 million workers now covered by the new law. The book is divided into five sections: 600 pages are devoted to the physical and the chemical aspects on the worker's environment, with small sections on the delivery of occupational health care (80 pages), clinical occupational health medicine (234 pages), and psychosocial considerations (35 pages).
As far as readers outside the United States are concerned, the book provides an interesting opportunity to assess, in practical rather than theoretical terms, the state of occupational medicine in North America. In this connexion, it may be of significance that the monitoring of sickness absence is dismissed in one column, the detailed assessment of disability in one page and workers' compensation in three pages. There is a useful chapter on 'Manual Materials Handling and Low Back Pain', by Professor Chaffin of the Department of Industry and Operational Engineering at the University of Michigan. However, a third of the chapter on occupational dermatoses is devoted to an alphabetical list of occupations together with listings of associated agents capable of producing dermatitis. In fact, despite its title, this book is more a work of reference. Those who wish to grasp principles and historical perspective will continue to rely on Schilling's 'Occupational Health Practice'.
VICTOR BLOOM
Periodontal Surgery Biologic Basis and Technique edited by S Sigmund Stahl DDS MS pp xviii+459 illustrated $41 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1976 Up to fifteen years ago periodontal therapy was largely based on past successful clinical experience. In the period since then, an increasing number of wound healing studies and clinical trials have been car'ried out, both on animals and humans. Predictably, the number of periodontal journals and textbooks has also mushroomed.
The purpose of Dr Stahl's monograph is to collate the available scientific evidence and to establish a fundamental biological basis for the various procedures carried out in periodontal surgery; unfortunately, the book fails in this objective.
The first four chapters deal with the basic science of wound healing and are possibly on too sophisticated a level for the clinician at whom this book is aimed. The chapter by Listgarten, which completes the first section is more successful and presents a beautifully clear appraisal of the ultrastructural features of repair following gingivectomy and flap procedures.
The second part of the book deals with surgical technique. The chapters emanating from the Boston University Postgraduate School, by Ruben, Goldman, Janson and Isenberg, deal with the laterally repositioned flap and free autogenous gingival grafts. The biological considerations for these procedures are discussed from both histologicaland clinical standpoints and the carefully reasoned approach shows how far we are moving away from the old days of empiricism.
The chapter contributed by J Seibert on the treatment of infra-bony lesions presents a wellbalanced and thorough review of the literature. It is also free of the dogmatic statements that have clouded the subject in the past. Root planing, curettage and gingivectomy are discussed by Dr Stahl, but add little to what is available in the standard textbooks.
The chapters contributed by Carranza, Carraro and Albano on mucogingival surgery and by Simring on endodontic-periodontic lesions must be considered poor, when compared to the high standard of some of the other contributions. The wide field of mucogingival surgery is inadequately covered and discussed in the light of current research. The documented cases are also poor. No attempt is made to classify the periodontalendodontic lesions and no mention is made or example shown to underline the importance of lateral canals. The biological aspects of the problem are not discussed.
Many of the photographs are unclear, the wrong way round or upside down; radiographs are hazy to the point of obscurity; and it seems totally unnecessary for such an illustration to take up half a page. At a price of £26.50 As with any volume by multiple authors, the style varies and is not always easy to read. This is more than compensated for, however, by the standard of contents. Each chapter of the section on transplantation provides a review of present knowledge, together with experience, both clinical and experimental, of individual authors. There is a fascinating account by Monaco and colleagues of active enhancement of grafts using antilymphocyte serum for immunosuppression, followed by bone marrow cells from the graft donor to promote enhancement or tolerance. The potential of such techniques in human transplantation appears considerable. The need for more effective and less dangerous forms of immunosuppression is also stressed in the chapter devoted to steroid therapy, by Bach. Caution is advised in attempting to give steroids for immunosuppression on an alternate-day basis. Problems of histocompatability and mechanisms of rejection are reviewed by Hamburger. Other chapters are concerned with transplantation in children, early diagnosis of rejection, circulating antibodies, arterial lesions in the rejecting kidney, and the effects of viruses on immune responses.
As the publishers' foreword suggests, this is a 'high-level' reference book which is likely to appeal only to those actively involved in kidney transplantation. An extensive and most useful bibliography follows each chapter.
